
County Minutes November, 2011 at Joseph Kovarik, American Legion Post 1146 

 
The meeting opened in the usual Legion manner at 8:00 p.m by County Commander, Thomas Bergin 

Roll call of posts was completed and there was a quorum present. 20 posts were represented. 

Roll call of Suffolk County Officers was completed. 

Roll call of County Vice Commanders as follows: 

1
st
 Division - Joseph Regina – Nov. 18th at Northport Post Post 8:00 p.m. 

2
nd

 Division – Joseph Sawtelle – Nov. 18th at Herold-Tierney Post 8 p.m. 

3
rd

 Division –  Eugene Ormandy: Nov. 18th at  Arthur H. Clune Post 8:00 p.m.  

4
th

 Division – Malcolm Hendry: excused – Dec. 15
th
 at Griswold Terry Glover Post 

5
th

 Division – John Dekas, For Dan Stebbins no meetings are scheduled until January due to fall break 
M/M/S/C to accept the minutes from the October meeting. 

Finance Officers Report, Robin Peppard  The report was read and a M/M/S/C to accept the report included in the minutes. 

Chaplains Report , Robert F. Smith III – absent.   

Historian Report, Robert Romano – Progress 

Sgt. at Arms, William Farley – No Report 

Adjutant-, 10
th

 Dist. Adjutant Paul R. De Vaul – no report 

Service Officers Report:PCC Robert Bruggemann: A needy veteran requested assistance and was provided that assistance 

Americanism – Joseph Regina – There will be a veteran’s recognition ceremony at Babylon Town Hal on November 6
th
 and a 

Veterans Day ceremony at Stony Brook University on Nov. 11
th
.  Legionnaires are encouraged to attend. 

Bowling report – Ray Bohn – The tournament will be held in March at the Pt. Jefferson Bowling Alley. More info to follow 

Boy’s State – James Beecher – Boys State dates are June 24
th
 thru June 29

th
. Posts with limited resources should pool their 

resources to nominate a boy. You should be seeking candidates now. 

Budget and Finance, PCC Robert W. Smith – no report at this time 

Children and Youth, Anna Gilpin – November is designated as family month.  Encourage families to come together and 

veterans should be recognized for their sacrifices. 

Convention Chairman- Eugene Hartmann – absent. 

County Color Guard – absent  Cisco Rivera has been elected as Color Guard Captain. 

Credentials – Fred Loucka – absent 

Department Commanders visit – PCC Robert Bruggemann – He has the tickets. $25 per person. Lets have a good showing 

for the Dept. Commander. Everything is in good order. Need legionnaires to attend Babylon Post 94 

Department Convention, PDVC Art Laufer – It is to early. The info will be distributed  when received.  

Directory – PCC Robert Shadler - the directory is completed. 

Distinguished Guests – PNVC Robert Neville – no report 

Employment – open 

Gold Star Parents – 10
th

 Adjutant, Paul R. De Vaul the luncheon has not been scheduled yet.  

Hospital Welfare – Fred Louchka – Absent  

Judge Advocate – PDVC Art Laufer – nothing to report 

Law and Order Joseph Regina – Contact Joe Regina to set up a aw and Order night. Rusy-Bohm Post 411 scheduled one for 

November 6
th
. 

Legionnaire of the Year, P10DC Phil Barczak –  Guidelines will be passed out when they arrive. 

Legislative Chair PDVC Art Laufer –Legislative Breakfast went well.  

Liaison to the Auxiliary – Eugene Carbone – excused. 

Membership, Robert Romano –gave his report and it is included in the minutes . 

Missing in America Vets. John Caldarelli – Several vets with no family were interred and there are plans to have a combine 

interment in the near future of cremains at Calverton National Cemetery. 

National Commanders Dinner, PCC Bob Smith. A meeting will be scheduled in December – the visit will be on April 13
th
 at 

Antons . The cost this year is $60 p.p.  It is a great evening out with a terrific cocktail hour.  We should absolutely support the 

visit this year as the new National Commander is Fang Wong from New York.  

National Cemetery – Calverton- Paul De Vaul – Veterans Day Ceremony on Nov. 11
th

 at 1:00 p.m. 
National Cemetery, Long Island National- Veterans Day Ceremony Nov. 6

th
 at 2:00 p.m.. 

Nominations, PCC Robert Bruggemann none at this time.. 

Oratorical Report, PCC Robert W. Smith –New applications and rules were made available.  Contact the schools in your area 

so that we can get more participants. The Oratorical Contest will be held at the Babylon Post 94 on January 8
th
 at 8 a.m. The 10

th
 

District contest will be hed in Suffolk on January 21
st
 930 to 1:30.  Need a post that has room for 50 attendees and a separate 

room for the candidates 

Parlimaentarian: PDVC Art Laufer – no report 

Past County Commanders dinner –Robert Shadler – will be looking to have the dinner in March. Need a post to host it. 

Protol, P10thDC George Wilson – No Report  

Public Relations, – Open 

Resolutions, Open 
SAL – Advison, Dennis Madden gave a report the Sons will meet on the same County Meeting Night 7 to 8 p.m. There is a 

fund raiser being planned, a night at the races at the Hand Aldrich Post.  Bill Farley stated it has been a slow start but we are 

making progress. The Sons will be broken down into 4 divisions.  Bill requested permission to have the Sons sit in as guestes at 

County Meetings and permission was granted. 

Scouting – Joseph Sawtelle – absent – he has the applications for Eagle Scout of the year and other s to be recognized. 

March 1
st
 deadline for Eagle scout and March 25

th
 for the others. 

VAC Northport VA –  10
th
 Dist. Adjutant Paul R De Vaul stated that there has not been a VAC meeting in several months.  He 

stated that the Moving Vietnam Wall was at the Northport VA bon Oct 28
th
 thru the 30

th
.  There was also a homeless veterans 

stand down at Northport on the 28
th
 also.  

VAVs Robert Hopkins – no report - John Dekas  stated Every veteran is eligible to sign up at Northpost VA. The means test 

would be utilized to determine care coverage if eligible. 

Ways and Means Bottle Raffle – Robert W. Smith. 

WINAL, Anna Gilpin – No Report 



Unfinished Business – John Dekas stated that the VAVS was really appreciative of the $1000 donation. 
New Business – PCC Robert W. Smith read a motion regarding the SCAL assuming the responsibility of the Needy Veteran’s 

Assistance Program. A copy of the motion is included in the minutes.   

There was much discussion on the subject and the motion was made and seconded.  Those who were not in agreement 

made a motion to table the matter to the December meeting.  That motion was made seconded ands passed by a hand 

vote. 

Correspondence - a notice that there will be a anniversary Ceremony at the Vietnam Memorial on Bald Hill. 

The ceremony will be held on the 11
th

 of November at 4:00 p.m. and makes the 20
th

 anniversary of the 

dedication of the monument. 

Good of the Legion – nothing further  
M/M/S/C to close the meeting.  The meeting was closed in the usual Legion manner. 

Next meeting will be at the Smith-Wever Post 451 in Sayville 8:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The Suffolk County American Legion was approached to run the Suffolk County Veterans 

Assistance Program.  The Director, Thomas Ronayne met with members of the Suffolk County 

American Legion to explain all the aspects of the program as follows: 

County Commander, Thomas Bergin 

County Treasurer, Robin Peppard 

PCC Robert W Smith 

PCC Paul R. De Vaul 

 

This program had been previously run by the Suffolk County Council of the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars. The program was designed to allow various qualifying veterans groups to get 

involved in helping veterans in need. 

 

The program is funded through the Suffolk County Grant program. 

The veterans group would investigate and issue checks and upon submitting valid original receipts, 

the Grant Request Form and cancelled checks would receive a Suffolk County grant to cover the 

expense.  Turn around time for reimbursement is between 30 and 60 days. The Suffolk County 

American Legion would enter into a one year contract with Suffolk County to run the program. The 

VFW contract expires in November. 

 

 Referrals would be made by the Suffolk County Veterans Service Agency to the American 

Legion to investigate the emergency need and make a decision on whether the request is valid.  It is 

open to any veteran with a discharge or DD – 214 that is other than dishonorable and current 

military members serving honorably. The Suffolk County Veterans Service Agency maintains a list 

of all veterans and/or family members who received a grant.  We in turn would verify that no grant 

was given in the past. 

  

 

 

It is a one time grant not to exceed $1000 and not renewable at any time. What is covered? 

  No oil to heat the residence with a termination notice 

  Electric bill with a termination notice 

  Gas bill with a termination notice 

  Eviction notice 

THE CHECKS WOULD BE WRITTEN TO THE OIL COMPANY, UTILITY OR LANDLORD, ( 

MORTGAGE COMPANY). NO CHECK WOULD BE GIVEN DIRECTY TO THE VETERAN 

OF FAMILY MEMBER. 

 

The committee feels that the program is an opportunity for the American Legion to accomplish what 

it was formed to do – helping veterans in need. 

 

A committee would be formed to initiate the investigation of the referral to determine its validity. 

 

A separate checking account would opened requiring two signatures and the full committee would be 

informed to review all documentation and that it has been properly submitted before a check would 

be issued.   

 

This proposal is being brought to the Suffolk County Committee for their approval. A motion to 

accept this proposal and must be made at a regularly convened meeting of the Suffolk County 

Committee where there is a quorum present.   

 

Mr. Commander, I submit to you a motion for the Suffolk County American Legion to enter into a 

contract with the Suffolk County Legislature November 2011, to run the Veterans Assistance 

Program beginning December 2011 to December 2012 inclusive.   

 

This motion was tabled at the request of Robert Neville and Arthur Laufer to be brought back for a 

vote at the December 2011 meeting. 


